July 1, 2009
TO:

Felix Lopez, Texas State Energy Conservation Office

felix.lopez@cpa.state.tx.us
FROM:
[Your Name Here]
U.S. Green Building Council Member, Greater Houston Chapter

RE:

Adoption of 2009 International Residential Code

As a member of the U.S. Green Building Council and a professional involved with green buildings, I believe Texas should adopt the highest possible standards for energy efficiency in homes.  This will benefit all Texans by improving our air quality, safeguarding our environment, creating jobs, and managing utility costs.  
After careful review of the 2009 International Residential Code (IRC) and the 2009 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC), USGBC Houston has concluded that the interests of the state and its citizens will be best served by the earliest possible adoption of the 2009 IECC for residential construction.

2009 IECC is a better choice than 2009 IRC because:

· 2009 IECC is a stricter code, with tougher requirements for

· Solar heat gain coefficient requirements for windows

· Cathedral ceiling insulation
· Air barriers and air-permeable insulation 

· 2009 IECC is more flexible, allowing a performance-based compliance method

· 2009 IECC is required for Texas to receive $218.7 million in federal funds from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act’s State Energy Program.  

Taken as a whole, adoption of the 2009 IECC will result in better efficiency, fewer emissions and better air quality than 2009 IRC.  
I urge the State Energy Conservation Office to take the necessary steps for the quickest possible adoption of the 2009 International Energy Conservation Code for residential buildings. 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

